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SUMMER VISIT, 1921. 

LONDON. 
THB 1921 Summer Visit of the Institution must be pronounoad 
another unqualified succeas, in spite of the alteration in the venue 
which was made at a late date. The original idea waa to visit 
Birmingham, but the state of trade throughout the country made 
it evident that the majority of the works could not extend to 
visitors such a welcome as they would have liked, and it was 
decided rto make London the headquarters. 

On Tuesday, June 14th, the Associated Equipment Company 
very kindly placed a " K " Type 'Bus at  the disposal of the party 
to visit the Royal Aircraft Establishment a t  Farnborough, and a 
wonderfully speedy and pleasant journey was made just in advance 
of the Ascot tr&c. It is very remarkable that a vehicle designed 
for we on the London streets should form such an efficie& and: 
comfortable meam of transport over the Hog's Back, which was 
the road taken on the return journey. 

At the Royal Aircraft Establishment some very interesting new 
device8 for starting up aircraft engines, together with some fire 
extinguishing apparatus were shown in operation on the aero- 
drome, while in the test house, among a multitude of other things, 
members were able to visualise, by means of a clever lighting 
device, the adual motion of a tappet roller in relation to its cam, 
and a most efficient exhaust gas driven supercharging air pump 
was compared with a corresponding German device for discounting 
the effect of reduction of atmospheric pressure at  high altitudes. 

After lunch the party journeyed to the R.A.S.C. Headquarters 
at Aldershot, where General Sir Evan Carter and Commandant 
Brooke had prepared a most interesting programme of inspection 
of captured German transport vehicles. The officers of the 
R.A.S.C. who conducted the party round made this a most in- 
structive visit, and the trophies should be inspected by all auto- 
mobile engineers. After the inspection, a very interesting display 
of manceuvring over rough ground was given by a wheel tstuctor 
and a caterpillar tractor: the latter proved its superiority in  
mounting almost vertical banks. After entertaining the members 
t o  tea Sir Evan Carter bade them farewell in a kindly speech, in 
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which he emphasised the necessity for the closest co-operation 
between the military and the civil side of motor t ranqort .  

On Wednesday, favoured by wonderful weather, the party pro- 
ceeded by launch to Hampton Court, the morning being entirely 
devoted to recreation, while in the afternoon a visit was paid, t a  
the National Physical Laboratory, which, as always, proved to 
be of the greatest intelest. Returning to London by launch, with 
a narrow escape of being stopped at  Richmond Lock by the low 
tide, the party finished up a t  the Coliseum. 

On Thursday, June 16th, members were introduced to what; 
was a novelty to probably all of them, and by the kindness of the 
Port of London Authority a visit was paid to the wprehoum in, 
the London Docks, where the arrangements made for the storage 
of wool, ivory, wine, spices, etc., were explained. After lunch 
a most interesting two hours were spent in the laboratories of 
the G. P. O., where all the instruments used in the testing of 
telephone circuits and apparatus, wireless plant, and other instru- 
ments were demonstrated in actual operation. The trip was 
broughi to a most fitting conclusion by a visit to the Mansion 
House, where the Lord Mayor received the members and himself 
showed them some of the treasures, and then entertained them to 
tea. 
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